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The following religious bodies are cooperating in the work of the Research Department: Baptist, 
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Church in the United States. The Federal Council’s Commissions on International Justice and Goodwill 
and the Church and Race Relations are cooperating in the preparation of material in their respective fields. 


THE BRITISH LABOR PARTY'S REPORT ON THE RUHR 


A delegation from the British Labor Party recently visited Cologne, 
Dusseldorf, Essen and Bochum to study conditions in the Ruhr. Their conclu- 
gions and recommendations are published in the Press Reports of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Trade Unions for May 4 and 11, Their findings, briefly 
stated are: Serious as conditions already are, they will become much worse if 
the French army attempts more drastic measures such as taking over the rail- 
roads or interfering with the liberties of the workingmen. In that case there 
will be either famine or widespread disorder, with a desperate struggle between 
French soldiers and German civilians, The Versailles Treaty does not provide 
any adequate method of settlement, and a new international instrument should be 
created with German representatives assisting in its formation. In the mean- 
time the British Government should ask both the French and German governments 
to submit their proposals to an international tribunal. 


The British Labor Party also makes the following suggestions for the 
solution of the Ruhr problem: 


1. A settlement cannot be reached by attempting to dismember Germany 
or to keep her permanently "in a state of economic vassalage.” 2. The total 
amount of reparations should be fixed at once and international loans secured 
on German resources floated so that France and Belgium could be paid at once, 
8. A special meeting of the League of Nations should be called to admit Ger- 
Many as a member and to settle questions of national security, debts and in- 
demities. The British Government should be ready to be generous in regard to 
debts, mandates and forfeited property, both on moral grounds and because pre- 
sent conditions ruin trade, are likely to cause war, and endanger civil lib- 
erty and reform. 4, The German proposals offer a basis for negotiation. 5. 
Troops should be removed from the occupied territory, and, if this is not 
agreed to, British troops should be withdrawn independently and at once. 


ADMIRAL SIMS ON SUBMARINE WARFARE 


Recent press reports quoting Admiral Sims on the conduct of German 
submarine commanders during the war occasioned much comment. The Admiral dis- 
cusses this subject, and also questions of the utility of submarines for naval 
warfare, in CURRENT HISTORY (New York) for June. He states that of the thou- 
Sands of merchant vessels torpedoed by German submarines during the war only 
fifty-seven cases of alleged atrocities against eighteen commanders were re- 
ported by the Allies for trial. This, he believes, shows that "they generally 
acted in a humane manner in carrying out the orders of their government"; such 


acts as the torpedoing of the hospital ship Llandovey Castle and the sinking of 
the Lusitania were exceptions. 


Saturday, June 2, 1923 ae 


Admiral Sims’ comments on the Washington Conference and Treaty are high- 
ly significant: German submarines nearly won the war because of the great de- 
struction of merchant ships carrying supplies for Great Britain. Consequently 
the British became especially afraid of submarines. At the Washington Confer- 
ence the British delegates urged the total abolition of the submarine as a 
naval weapon. The Washington Treaty states in Article 1 that the submarine 
may be used under certain conditions as a commerce destroyer by capturing or 
destroying merchant vessels, but Article IV states: "The Signatory Powers recoge- 
nize the practical impossibility of using submarines as commerce destroyers with- 
out violating, as they were violated in the recent war of 1914-1918, the require- 
ments universally accepted by civilized nations for the protection of the lives 
of neutrals and non-combatants, and to the end that the prohibition of the use 
of submarines as commerce destroyers shall be universally accepted as part of 
the law of nations, they now accept that prohibition as henceforth binding as 
between’ themselves and they invite all other nations to adhere thereto." Thus 
the Treaty is not clear as to the extent to which submarines may be used. 


Admiral Sims believes that the last Article was included because the 
proper use of the submarines was not generally understood and the misuse of 
submarine warfare had been over-emphasized. He believes that in case of war a 
country living up to the Washington Treaty would probably be defeated. In this 
connection he says "Such a treaty is a standing temptation to aggression. Would 
such @ treaty stand the test of war under these conditions?" Referring to a 
hypothetical case of an enemy who had seized New York and was attempting to 

subjugate the country he also says, "Assuming that we could have averted this 
subjugation by disregarding a treaty based upon popular misinformation, or 

even, if necessary, by torpedoing the merchant vessels carrying the enemy’s 

vital supplies, would public opinion oblige us to adhere to the spirit of the 


treaty, and refrain from attacking these vessels, at the cost of being domina- 
ted by a predatory enemy?" 


THE ALLIED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, INC. 


An interesting movement is represented by the organization which bears 
the above title. It has come into prominence in New York within the last few 
weeks through its effort to secure the continuance on the statute books of the 
lusk Laws of New York. This program included an attack on the Diocesan Social 
Service Commission of the Protestant Episcopal Church which had recently cir- 
culated the following statement, based on the report of one of its committees, 
concerning this legislation: "The committee unanimously approved the repeal of 
the so-called Lusk Anti-Sedition Laws, regarded by most fair-minded citizens 

as un-American and unnecessary. The repeal bills were passed by the Senate in 
February; but they were defeated in the Assembly on April 19 by a vote of six- 
ty-four to seventy, with the absence of seven Democrats who were expected to 
vote for repeal. Eight Republicans supported the bills. There is still a pos- 
sibility that these two highly undesirable measures may come up for another 
vote. So if you have any influence with members of the Assembly who opposed 
them on the first vote, there is a useful service which you can render." 


The office of the Diocesan Commission welcomed the attack as opening 
the way for a thorough discussion of the subject in the Diocesan Convention. 
The result was that the resolution asking the Governor to veto the repealer 
passed at the present session of the Legislature, was laid on the table. The 
matter derives what seriousness it may have from the fact that many organiza- 
tions which were listed among the fifty-three constituents of the Allied Pa- 
triot Societies, Inc., repudiated the action taken in their name and defied 
that the organization represented them. The head of the organization, ina 
final effort to persuade the Governor to allow the Lusk Laws to remain on the 
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statute books in spite of the fact that their repeal was a part of his campaign 
platform, assvred him that the radical menace was 30 great that Congress would 
shortly be called in special session to deal with it . Perhaps thore could 


pe no better illustration of the necessity of scrutinizing carefully all enthu- 
giastic propaganda. 


The Lusk Laws of New York State were consigned to oblivion by Governor 
Smith on May 25, with these words: 


"T am affixing my signature to the two acts which have for their pur- 
pose the repoal of the so-called Lusk Laws, I em satisfied that they should 
not remain upon the statute books of this State, because they are repugnant to 
the fundamentals of American democracy. Under the laws repealed teachers, in 
order to exercise their honoreble calling, were in effect compelled to hold 
opinions as to governmental matters deemed by a Stats officer consistent with 
loyalty; and, further, no private school could be maintained in this State un- 
less its teachings were similarily satisfactory to certain officials of the 
State. Freedom of opinion and freedom of speech were by these laws unduly 
shackled, and an unjust discrimination was made against the members of a great 
profession, 

"In signing these bills, I firmly believe that I am vindicating tho 


principle that, within the limits of the pena) law, every citizen may speak and 
teach what he believes." 


“WHOM GOD HATH NOT JOINED" 


Under this title Rev. Joseph Fort Newton discusses divorce in the AT- 
LANTIC MONTHLY for June, He believes that in a completely Christian social or- 
der there wovld be no divorce problem, for the Christian spirit would forgive 
everything. The Church should recognize that comparatively few marriages are 
truly Christian, erd sither make a distinction between Christian and "common" 
marriages, or else perform religious ceremonies only for those who profess 
Christian principles, and then recognize no divorce. ‘There are many marriages, 
he asserts, which should not have taken place, and in some of these the mar- 
riage relation is more immoral than divorce. "The sanctity of marriage lies 

in a sacred union of hearts" and where there is no longer love the true mar- 
riage has ceaced. The Jaw should not go into detail, but should provide spe- 
tial courts with both men and women judges where such questions cen be dealt 
with properly. "The real remedy lies in making marriage a nobler and finer 
thing than it is. ... Until we have learned to live with ourselves and keep 
the peace, wo may not hope to live with another without friction." 


"NATIONAL CHURCH ATTENDANCE MOVEMENT" 


The publicity of an organization of the above name has recently appear- 
ed soliciting financial support for a movement that is described as "non-sece 
tarian, non-profit", but which aims particularly at interesting business men 
in promoting church attendance. It is deciared that "a National asset of known 
} ] Value to American Industry may be increased by inspiring church attendance". 


A circular letter contains the statement that "A survey chows thet people who 
8° to church seldom commit crimes against society or engage in Bolshevik active 
‘ties. Furthermore, conscientious workers belp stabilize industry and cor- 
merce." The church is, among other things, declared to be the “basis of jaw 
od its observance" and "protectorate for American Industrial enterprises". 


| 
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The proposed budget for 1928 is $200,000 distributed as follows: Paid 
advertisements in magazines and newspapers, $100,000; pamphlets and church at- 
tendance propaganda, $50,000; travel, publicity and postage, $10,000; educa- 
tional department, $20,000; general office expenses, $20,000. 


PARTISAN AND NON-PARTISAN RESEARCH 


It has been commonly said, particularly in connection with such an en- 
terprise as the Research Department of the Federal Council, that facts concern- 
ing controversial questions, especially industrial and economic, must be secured 
and reported by a body that is both honest and disinterested, that is to say, 
neutral, This seems to be an accepted principle among social agencies, and 
great stress is laid upon non-partisan investigation and report in the determin- 
ation of all public controversial questions. On the other hand, the question is 
sometimes raised whether it is possible to examine a movement and make correct 
observations unless the approach made to it is sympathetic. This is another way 
of saying that a msre objective report may miss the most important facts of the 
situation. A certain amount of sympathy is probably necessary always to an un- 
derstanding of purpose and motive, no matter who or what is being investigated, 


In this connection a discussion by Mr. George Soule, Director of the La- 
bor Bureau, Inc., New York, in the NEW YORK EVENING POST of May 28, is signifi- 
cant. He points out that even research that is frankly partisan when opposed 
by research that is inspired by a contrary interest may be very fruitful in the 

discovery of truth: "In scientific minds the question will at once arise, of 
what use is research conducted for such partisan purposes? The answer is, of 
course, that if we had only one party represented, the contributions to knowl- 
edge would be likely to be highly biased. But few people understood how nearly 
that was the case before the development of labor research, Much of the ‘econome 
ics' that reaches the newspaper reader has been presented in the interest of the 
business and banking community, or at icast of a part of it. Even academic eco- 
nomists are often swayed unconsciously by the point of view of the business or 
financial executives with whom they chicfl, associate, There is probably no 

mind without a bias of sowe sort. The question is, whether we shall get nearer 
to truth by delegating research entirely to those who do not know or do not ade 
mit their bias, or by a frank opposition of differing points of view which may 
between them hammer out an enduring basis of fact. Almost any arbitrator who 

has presided over a labor dispute presented by able representatives of both sides 
will confess that the latter procedure is an extremely enlightening one. The 
tendency is, in such circumstances, to guard one’s data and interpratations most 
Carefully against possible attacks from the cpponents and if there is any impore 
tant aspect of the subject which one side omits through self-interest, the other 
is nearly cortain to ‘illuminate’ it. Scientific research in such contentious 
Subjects as economics, where human interests are immediately concerned, is, in 

my Opinion, likely to advance more rapidly by the frank recognition and consid- 


Gration of fresh and varying viewpoints than by the adoption of an aloof or ‘ime 
partial’ attitude." 


‘THE TWELVE HOUR DAY REPORT 


The Research Department will issue in a few days a bulletin on the 
Twelve Hour Day in the Steel Industry which will contain facts gathered in a 
Humber of scientific investigations; also the text, and an analysis, of the re- 
Gent report on the subject by the American Iron and Steel Institute, and a pro- 
nouncement on the latter which is now being prepared by several representative 
mational Church bodies, This pronouncement will doubtless appear in the public 
Press before the next issue of the INFORMATION SERVICE reaches its readers. 
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TOWARD CHURCH UNION 


The Cleveland Congregational Union and the Presbytery of Cleveland on 
Way 7, in joint session, adopted resolutions calling for organic union of the 
two communions, They also voted: "That all matters pertaining to the local 
missicnary enterprises within the territory common to the Presbytery and Con- 
gregational Union, shall hereaftei be considered in joint sessions of the execu- 
tive boards now Conducting the church work. At their joint sessions, all plans 
for tho support of churches, establishing new ones, or readjusiments of existe 


jag churches, shall be passed upon and determined, provided that no existing 
contracts be violated." 


The merger resolution was endorsed later by the State Conference of 
+ Congregational Churches, after what is described as a “brilliant discussion", 
It would ssem that the second resolution, which can bs put in force a* once, 

will greatly simplify the administration of city mission work and, if fo.lowed 


elsewhers, Will cleur away many of the obstacles ts an actual union of the 
churches. 


FRANK H. SiMONDS’ VIEW OF REPARATIONS 


In an article on "America aad the Coming Settlement" in the AMERICAN RE- 
VIEW OF REVIEWS, Frank H. Simoads ‘outlines the reparations situation scmewhat 
as follows: America will not enier into any political adjustment, bu: ihe Ruhr 
cannot be settled unless the United States gives up her demand for the payment 
of foreign debts. Legally and morally we are under n. obligation to cancel 
these debts, but practically it will be necessary. Germany will not pay more 
than the cost of reconstruction of the devastated areas, or from ten to twelve 
billicn dollars. This would represent an annual payment of about $500,000,000 
for 62 years. Germany could probably pay this if she were given a moratorium, 
and the Allies might accept it if it could ail go to reconstruction payments 
and if Great Britain and the United States cancelled their war debts. Tne Unite 
éd States’ asbt is about $12,000,000,000, or the total amount that Germany can 
pay. Europe will not allow the reparations figures to be reduced if it means 
that all of the money will be paid to the United States. Great Britain demands 
Saly enough from German reparations or her debtors to pay us. Since she cannct 
be sure of collecting from France or Germany cancellation would suit her best 
also. if we attend any conference on reparations the other nations will demand 
sénce lation, and if we are absent they will blame us for the failure. France 
ig bankrupt unless she gets six or seven billion dollars from reparations. If 
Germaiy recovers while France is bankrupt it will mean ruin for France. « There- 
fore france will insist on security to prevent German recovery unless she sees 
adequate payment guaranteed. France gave up the demand for the left bank of 

the Rhine when Lioyd George and Wilson agreed to the Tripartite Treaty of Guar- 
antec, and would prokably do the same now. She will not accept uny solution of 
reparations that doss not consider either security or foreign debts. The three 
main considerations in any solution of the reparations problem are security for 
France avd Belgium, fixation of reparations and adjustment of interallied debts. 
The United Siates is intergsted only in the debts and in general Buropean re- 
Covery. Great Britain is interssted in the debts and in the conditions of Ger- 
Man paymen. since that affects continental economic conditions and therefore 

ber own prosperity. Italy is interested mainly in the debts and will be bauk- 
fupt i: she has to pay. France and Belgium are naturaily interested in all 
Shree. Political agreemsuts may be wade in Europe but the cnly way the United 


State: can hilp the situation is by agreeing to cancellation or to a very great 
Teduction in the debts, 


Mr. Simsnas contends that even after reparations are solved some method 
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will have to be found to give France, Belgium and Germany security. Any parti- 
tion of Germany will give France only temporary security. The Ruhr invasion has 
ghown that France can put military pressure on Germany and paralyze German in- 
dustry, that she can depend on Belgian help and Italian acquiescence, that she 
can threaten British economic prosperity, that Great Britain is separated from 
her former allies and cannot exert any influence over them, and finally that 
reparations cannot be insured by threats of military force. The Ruhr invasion 
he considers justified by the German attack in 1914 and by the German "passive 
resistance of all reparations so far as possible" since 1918. If we do not 
participate there is no financial solution except repudiation of debts, "The 
question for American statesmanship is plainly: How much is European peace 
worth to the United States?. There is, too, the inquiry: Is the United States 
prepared to pay in proportion as it is concerned, or will the mass of Americans 
conclude that al] costs of isolation are more tolerable than any risks incident 
40 actual participation?” 


"SEAPOWER AND NATIONAL PROSPERITY" 


This is the title of an illuminating article in the AMERICAN INDUSTRIES 
magazine for May by R.R.M, Emmet, The author summarizes the argument for a 
strong navy in relation to foreign trade: Foreign trade is of great importance 
for American prosperity. The United States has tried to get the “open door" 
applied in China and the Near Mast, and if it could be done it would be a great 
step toward permanent peace. America wants additional markets, but wants to get 
them without war. For this a merchant marine and a navy equal to any other is 
necessary, solely to show that we are prepared to defend our rights and support 
our citizens’ just rights wherever they may be, Sea power consists of merchant 
marine, navy, naval and commercial bases. Great Britain has three times as many 
merchant ships and four times as many seamen and engineers ay the U.S, At the 
present time the Japanese merchant marine is about equal to ours but theirs is 
growing while ours is old. The Washington Treaty prevents our building up Guam 
and the Philippines as bases, Therefore we have to depend on "moral suasion" to 
keep these and to develop our trade in the Far East. This will hinder both the 
development of the Philippines and our Far Eastern trade, since our Government 
will not be able to support our business men if their rights are in danger. "So 
long as we remain a second-class sea power, we remain a second-class commercial 
power. We can never develop a foreign trade second to none other unless we se- 
cure that foreign trade with a Merchant Marine and a Navy second to none other.” 


THE TREATMENT OF CRIME 


A liberal view of this subject is presented by Charles L. Chute, General 
Secretary of the National Probation Association, in the AMERICAN REVIEW OF RE} 
VIEWS for May. He says very little has been done in the way of scientific treate 
ment of crime problems. Severe penalties have never been a deterrent. The ree 
cent increase in spectacular crime is due to after-effects of the war, the auto- 
mobile’s increase as a means of escapes, publicity given through motion pictures 
@nd the newspavors, and especially the inadequacy of the old system of treat- 
ment under present conditions. A thorough overhauling of the entire system of 
lav, courts and prisons is necessary so that it will be possible to learn the 
Causes of crime in each individual case and establish a system that will remove 
or correct these causes. The chief agencies now being used are probation, court 
Clinics, juvenile courts, with special detention homes and domestic relations 
Courts. In place of the modern prison we should have: 1. A well supervised 
probation system; 2. Special hospitals for feebleminded, insane, epileptic or 
phySically sick offenders; 28. Reformatories for confirmed criminals where they 
Should be taught trades and made to live as nearly normal lives as possible; 

Siter their release they should be put on strict parole. 


